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It looks more like a case of allowing the majority to
be driven to a corner by a minority.   What makes the*''
matter worse, however, is that this advantage has been
reserved only to the favoured minority of our Maho-
meclan fellow-subjects.   No such protection has been;
No favour   extenclec{ to the Hindu minorities in the Punjab and
minorities    Eastern Bengal and Assam.   The Hindu minorities in
the said two provinces have been left out severely in
the cold.

U) Ques-
tion of
franchise

Direct
representa-
tion given
to Muslims,
but refused
to non-
Muslims

Let us now turn to the question of the franchise,
Direct representation has been given to Mahomedans,
It has been refused to non-Mahomcclans. All Mahome-
dans who pay an income-tax on an income of three
thousand rupees, or land revenue in the same sum, and
all Mahomedan graduates of five years' standing, have
been given the power to vote. Now I arn^ not only not
sorry but am sincerely glad that direct representation
has been given to our Mahomedan fellow-subjects and -
that the franchise extended to them is fairly liberal.

.. ..The point of our complaint is that the
franchise has not similarly been extended to the non-
Mahomedan subjects of His Majesty, A Parsee, Hindu
or Christain who may be paying an income-tax on
three laJ^hs a year is not entitled to a vote, to which
his Mahomedan fellow-subject, who pays an income-
tax on only three thousand a year or land revenue in
the same sum, is entitled ! Hindu, Parsee and Chris-
tian graduates of thirty years' standing, men like Sir
Gurudas Banerjee, Dr. Bhandarkar, Sir Subramania
Iyer and Dr. Rash Behari Ghose, have not been given
a vote, which has been given to every Mahomedan
graduate of five years* standing !

Let us next consider the restrictions that have been
ficationV"    placec* on the choice of electors in choosing candidates.
In the Regulations for Bombay and Madras, and in
those for Bengal also, eligibility to a membership of a
Provincial   Provincia' Council has been confined to members of
Legislatures Municipal and District Boards only.   This is a novel
departure from the   practice  which  obtained  for  the
last seventeen years under the Indian Councils Act of

Anomaly

for
member-
ship in